Macedonian Call
June 2016
Phone: 704-735-3287
Website: www.macedonianow.org
Over the past several months I’ve taken the opportunity to keep
you informed concerning the recent controversy surrounding the
HB2 (the “Bathroom Bill”) passed by our state legislature &
signed into law by our governor. I’ve done so because much of
what we’ve received from the media has been distorted in
regards to both the bill’s intent & content. Since my original
article on this issue, the Federal Dept. of Justice has ordered that
HB2 be disregarded. The leadership of our state refused that
order resulting in a lawsuit being filed by the DOJ against North
Carolina. In turn, NC has filed suit against the DOJ. Businesses
operating in NC have the opportunity to determine whether or
not they will allow people who identify as a gender other than
their biological one to use the restroom of another gender.
Under the provisions of HB2 restrooms, locker rooms & dressing
rooms in state government buildings, schools & universities
aren’t required to accommodate those who wish to identify as
opposite gender. Heightening the tension concerning this issue,
the executive branch of our federal government sent a directive
to all schools in the US instructing them to accommodate
transgender students & those who identify as opposite gender in
their restrooms & locker rooms or risk the loss of federal funding
for their school. As parents and grandparents we should be
rightly outraged over this kind of overreach by our federal
government. What can we do? I want to share an article written
by Eric Metaxas with the Colson Center for Christian Worldview
that may help us answer that question. In an article titled “5
Things You Can Do About Transgender Restrooms: Speak Out,
Take Action,” Metaxas offers the following advice. First,
understand the issue. He writes, “This is a biggie, folks, on a
number of levels: government overreach and ideological
extortion, denial of biological realities, equivocation with civil
rights, and on and on. . . . Second, we have to speak out. As
American citizens, we should contact our state leaders and
encourage them not to allow this blatant violation of state
sovereignty to go unchecked. As parents, we should contact our
school boards and principals, and demand to know how they
plan to protect all the children in the school in light of this edict.
Third, it’s time to talk to your children about the transgender
issues. Yes, it’s uncomfortable. And none of us thought we’d
have to add this to our plan in raising our children, but at times,
our culture leaves us no choice. We all need to have “the talk”
with our children, and today “the talk” includes not only the
birds and the bees, but also gender, identity, marriage, and how
to hold convictions about these things with courage, grace, and
truth. If you don’t talk to your children about these things
someone else will. . . . Fourth, Christians need to be clear on who
the enemy is not. Many gender-confused school children are
themselves the victims of very bad ideas. They’re being misled
by those who would advance theories and policies that deny
observable biological realities. Ideas have consequences, and
bad ideas have victims. . . . And finally, parents need to seriously
consider alternative educational options. . . . A line in the sand
has been crossed, folks. Christian parents need to investigate
other options.” These perilous times beckon us to “be strong in
the Lord and in the power of His might. [To] put on the whole
armor of God, that [we] may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil” (Gal. 6:10-11). ~ Pastor Randy

CARE Night
Wednesday, June 8th
Meal @ 6:00 pm - Ministry @ 6:30 pm

We are entering into an exciting and busy time of the year for
our youth and children. Everyone is getting out of school and
looking forward to a summer of freedom. I am blessed to be
able to spend so much time with your kids but summer is
going to be the ultimate time to enjoy them. Thanks to all
the parents and grandparents for being faithful in getting
your children to church. It means so much to have people
committed to being here for the things we plan for them. I
also want to thank all the people who help with our children
and youth events. You all are such a blessing to me. Camp is
just around the corner for our children and I can’t wait to go
with them to South Mountain Baptist Camp. We leave on
June 13th and return on June 17th. If you have any questions
about camp, please contact me. We also have VBS coming up
very soon. This year we are taking a trip to Egypt following
“Joseph’s journey from prison to palace”. Our 2016 VBS will
be June 26th – 30th with a fun family night on July 1st. We
hope to see all our children there and please invite some
friends. This will be a great time of fun and discipleship for
our kids, but we still need a few more volunteers to make it
possible. Sign up today at the welcome center.
Our Macedonia Youth will also be going to camp this month.
We leave for X-Fuge on Mission in Charleston, SC on June 20th
and we will return on June 24th. X-Fuge on Mission is a fun,
exciting camp where our students will be serving in the
community, having fun, and participating in daily worship
services. Any questions about this camp, please call me.
Thank you all for your continued support and
encouragement. ~ Pastor Jeremy

AWANA Award’s Night
Sunday, June 5th at 6:00
in the Worship Center.
Children’s Camp
June 13th – 17th

Youth Camp
Charleston, SC
June 20th – 24th

VBS
June 26th – 30th
Family Night – July 1st
Explore Egypt with
Joseph
Father’s Day
Sunday, June 19th
No Evening Activities at the church

The other day I was reading some funny little twerps about
those of us over a certain age, (you know who you are). I
smiled when I read them. Smile with me: When you get too
old for pimples, you go right to wrinkles, you know you’re
getting old when your dreams are reruns, you sit in a wheel
chair and can’t get it started, everything hurts and what
doesn’t hurt doesn’t work, you sink your teeth into a juicy
steak and they stay there. And a little poem:
I get up each morning, dust off my wits,
Pick up the paper and read the obits.
If my name is missing I know I’m not dead,
So I eat a good breakfast and go back to bed.
Sometimes things that may not be so positive for thinking still
make us smile because we are experiencing some of it. Don’t
let, please don’t let the things that accompany the aging
process make you unhappy or cause you to lose your joy!
Psalm 30 is a great psalm as you age;
Psalm 30:2 – I cried for help – You restored me.
30:3 – You kept me from falling
30:5 – Weeping may endure through the night but joy
comes in the morning.
30:11 – You have turned my mourning into dancing
30:12 – I will sing and give praise to your FOREVER!
Remember, HE LOVES US in these truly golden years of our
lives, so let’s love Him and pass on His Joy!!
Growing Older Together, ~ Pastor Joe

Monthly Luncheon
Thursday, June 2nd @ Noon
In the Fellowship Hall
JOY Trip to Great Smoky Mtn. RR
Friday, June 24th @ 7:00 am
Cost is $65 per person
Sign up at Welcome Center by
June 1st!!

July At A Glance
 Sunday, July 3rd - No evening
activities
 Monday – July 4th
 Wednesday, July 6th - No regular
scheduled activities
 Thursday, July 7th - No JOY Bible
Study
 Sunday, July 10th - Homemade Ice
Cream Social 7:30 pm following
evening Bible Study
 Wednesday, July 13th - CARE Night
Meal @ 6:00 pm Ministry @ 6:30 pm
 Thursday, July 14th, 21st, 28th - JOY
Bible Study @ 10:30 am
 Monday – Friday, July 18 – 22 - Youth
Mission Week
 Saturday, July 23rd - Men’s Meeting
@ 7:00 am – Local Missions 8:30 am
 Sunday, July 31st – 5:30 pm Church
Cook-out
JOY Bible Study
Each Thursday Morning at 10:30 am
Men’s Meeting – Saturday, June 25th at 7:00 am
All men are invited to join us for a light breakfast,
mission & ministry updates and a Bible Study.

