
 
 

A Note from Pastor Randy 

I’m writing this article as Hurricane Sandy 

makes her way up the eastern seaboard 

of the United States. All of the affects of 

the storm haven’t been felt yet. But, we’re told it’s going 

to be devastating. “Nothing like this has ever happened 

before,” professional meteorologists are telling us. News 

reports indicate that most people are heeding the advice 

of their city and state leaders and are making preparations 

for the impending disaster. Buildings are boarded, grocery 

store shelves are being emptied, and generators are being 

fueled. In many large cities the bustling streets of last 

week are now desolate. Most people are smart enough to 

know that it’s dangerous not to pay attention to warnings 

of imminent destruction. They follow the instructions of 

their government officials and make necessary prepa-

rations. Then there are others who, for one reason or 

another, refuse to heed the warnings of expert fore-

casters, preferring to “ride this one out” regardless of 

what happens. Doesn’t the reaction of these two different 

groups remind you of the response to the gospel? There 

are people that know it’s foolish not to pay attention to 

the warnings of imminent condemnation for those who 

are without a relationship with God through faith in His 

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, they make the 

necessary preparation by trusting Him as Savior. Then, 

there are others who refuse to heed the warnings of the 

Expert in these matters—God Himself—preferring to take 

their chances with eternity. Unfortunately, that’s the 

wrong decision (John 3:16-18). ~ Pastor Randy 

 
 

All women are invited to 
Nancy Rockman’s home at 
3215 Asbury Church Road for 

a “Coffee Break” on Thursday, Nov. 1st at 7:00 pm. 

 
 

 

Come discover the true 
national treasure of 
America on Sunday, Nov. 
4th beginning at 6:00 pm 
in the Worship Center. 
 
 

 
The youth will leave MBC at 

4:30 pm on Friday, Nov. 9th 

for the Red Springs Mission 

Camp. They will return 

Sunday, Nov. 11th early 

afternoon.        

 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes 
are due at the church Sunday, Nov. 11th. 
There will be an OCC workday on 
Saturday, Nov. 10th for those who want 
to pack boxes as a group.  

We all desire to have strong relationships. 

Of course, there are many different 

relationships that we’re involved in: parent 

and children, husband and wife, siblings, 

friends, boyfriend and girlfriend, etc. While 

virtually no one desires a bad relationship, it is an 

unfortunate by-product of the sin of man. That doesn’t 

mean that all relationships are broken. The question 

becomes what is involved in having a good, strong 

relationship with another? As humans we really like having 

a check list of things to do to improve ourselves. Walk in to 

any local bookstore and you will see countless “quick fix” 

books for human relationships. One wonders why with all 

of these resources countless human relationships still fail. 

There are many reasons for this, but let’s look at one of the 

most important factors in this problem. 

 The first key component of any relationship is 

time. It’s obvious you can’t claim to have a relationship 

with someone you don’t spend any time with. In Hebrews 

10:25 the author tells his readers that they should not 

neglect coming together in fellowship. Broken relationships 

result when Christians fail to come together in fellowship 

within the body of Christ. This basic principle can be 

extended to any relationship. If you fail to spend time with 

those you claim to have a relationship with then this is at 

best a weak relationship. Further, where we spend our time 

demonstrates our priorities. If I spend ten hours a week on 

the golf course, but only two hours a week with my wife 

and daughter it becomes quite clear where my priorities lie. 

To have a strong relationship with God we must invest time 

in prayer and reading the Bible. He speaks to use through 

the Bible and we speak to Him through prayer. When we 

neglect these aspects of our Christian life our relationship 

with God struggles. Likewise, all of our relationships 

struggle when they don’t receive the proper amount of 

time. ~ Pastor Brendon 

 
Women are invited to sign up for a trip to the 
Southern Christmas Show in Charlotte on 
Saturday, Nov. 17th. They’ll leave the church at 
9:00 am. The cost is $9/person. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center. 

 
 

Our Youth will go out to eat following their 
Sunday evening meeting on Nov. 18th.  

 

Our Fellowship Team will be preparing Thanksgiving 
meals for MBC homebound members on Wednesday, 
Nov. 21st. They need 5 turkeys (15 lb.) & desserts. They 
also need help with preparation & delivery. Please let 
Becky Crouse know if you can help them with any of 

these needs. 
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Sunday, Nov. 25th at 6:30 pm 
Join us for this special time of 

worship! 
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